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CITY OF ATLANTA

55 TRINITY AVENUE, S.W
SHIRLEY FRANKLIN ATLANTA, GEORGIA 30335-0300

MAYOR
TEL (404} 330-6100

July 29, 2003

President Cathy Woolard and
Members of Atlanta City Council
City Hall, Suite 2900 South

68 Mitchell St., SW

Atlanta, GA 30335

RE: Appointment to the Atlanta Renewal Communities CoORA Board

Dear President Woolard and Members of Council:

It is a pleasure for me to appoint Janice White Sikes to serve as a member of the Atlanta
Renewal Communities CoORA Board on behalf of the City of Atlanta. The appointment
is scheduled to begin on the date of Council confirmation and the appointment term is to

be determined at the first Board meeting.

I am confident that Ms. Sikes will serve the Atlanta Renewal Communities CoRA
Board with integrity and dedication.

Sincerely,
Shirley Fré i{lin
CONFIRMED BY
CoRAI AUG 1 8 2003
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Janice White Stkes
Community Advocate
Community Historian/ Preservationist
- - jiwsikes @hotmail.com
Community Advocacy T

1. Family focused and Comrmunity oriented: an advocate for “improved quality of
life" ‘

5 30 resident of the West Bnd Neighborhood (lived in West End before it was
historic™) Helped save the Brown High Schoal, now it is a cutting edge,
techrblogy centering, innovative Middle School. Helped save the old public
library from demolition, it is now the West End Cultural Arts Center. Volunteered
1o assist with the audience and program development for the beginnings of the
Hamonds House Galleries in Historic Wesl Bnd.

3. Recognized 2s an Urban Ploneer and community erganizer, along with late
husbend Dann Sikes. Providing assistance 0 neighborhood groups across the
South. . .

4. A represcrtative of the West End Community 1o city, state and federal
goverhments, Twice president of the voca] homeowners and residents association
of West End—WEND==(The West End Neighborhood Development, Inc.).
Fou.naing member, The West End Business Asgaciation.

5. For 20 years a co~coordinator of the Annl al West End Festival and Tour of

6. Advisor t0 nei ghQGrhoo&s leaders, planners, educators, government officials and
busingaspersons.

Preservationlst

. e o

1~ The Historic West End District: Cosrdinared thirtesn year (13) neighborhood

campaign for Historic District designation. Work of the team of volunteers
includled door-to-door canvaseing, information tebles at grocery stores and other
businBsses. Convened forums with city officials, preservation gpecialists,
architects end planners to discuss questions reised by property owners. Held
meetings in home to draft histaric district nomination document for subnission 10
the Atlanta Urban Design Commission. Lobbied Atlanta City Council members
and the meyor resulting in approval of the West End Historic District by the
Atlants City Council and Mayor Maynard Jackson in 1971, ’
Workad with the state of Georgia 10 achieve national recognition for West End.
Awards: Atlenra Urban Design Commission, Jeanni¢ Thurston Award; State of
#gia, Women in Preservation Citation; National Trust for Historic

jiad Honor Award. _
4. Bouiing nfember of the following orgenizanons: The Atlanta Preservation

Cenitgr, The Georgia African American Historic Preservation Network
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- Community Involvement

Sikes currently serves as the Co-chair of the Camprehensive Historic Resources Survey
(CHRS) under the Adanta Urban Design Commission. CHRS, the survey, is an initiative
of the Atladi City Council,

A founding rgxember of the Atlanta Preservation Center 8ikes is involved in Proservation
advocecy. ‘= :

Sikes is a recipient of the Thurston Preservation Award and an Honor Award from the
National Trust for Historic Preservarion. '
g -

A thirty ye&-rt resident of the Historic West End Distict she served as President of the
West End Neighborhood Development (WEND) and coordinated the successful histeric
distriet designation for the West End neighborhood.

Sikes is mggnizcd as 2 community activist and has worked with Atlanta Mayors and
Georgiz GWRIMOTE.

(404) 730-4801 ext. 301

Home addrdlT |
553- Holdsgess &t. S.W.
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Janice White Sikes, Libranan/Community Hisionan
Specialist in African American Southern History and Culmire
enior Litiresan, The Aubum Avenue Research Library on Afdcan American Culture

and Histagy _

Community%istory is a main focus for Janice White Sikes whase specialty is Southern
History and Culture. She is a graduate of Spelmun College and the Atlanta University
School of Lifirary and Informsation Studies. As e National Endowment for the Humanities
(NEH) Fello® she explored Community History. Work with the Smithsonian Institution
and the National Trust for Historic Preservation broadened her understanding of Public

History and-greserving and interpreting local cultures.

2003 begins the thirtieth (30) year of service for Sikes as a reference/research librarian
with the Atlwnta Fuiton Public Library System. Since 1994 she has served as 4 senior
Hbrasian at ffe Aubum Avenue Research Library on African American Culture and
History. The 1980's were spent developing the Williams Collection, now a core of the
Aubum Roagarch Library.

- et .
Sikes has p@uced historical workshops and conceived and conducted conferences on
verious topics relating to public history, preservation, orel history and African Amencans
in the AmerfSan South, Locations of these presentations have included: the University of
Georgia, Athens, Georgis, Yackson State University, Jackson, Mississippi; St. Mary's
College, Ralbigh, North Carclina and the Sixteenth Street Baptist Church, Birmingham,
Alabama,

-

A native of Fhiladalphia, Mississippi and Meridian, Mississippi, Sikes is most interested
in the concepts of self-actualization and self-reliance in family and community building

in the Africa® Americen experience in the American South.

-
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(GAKEPN), and The Southesstern Regionat African American Historic
Presssvation Alliance. _

5, Developed starewide grants to introduce Preservation Concepls and Issues for
imprdved Community building to African American Communitics: Cessville, GA
(Neaf Cartersville); Columbus, GA; Savannah, GA; Valdoata, GA

6. Co-coordinator the Spelman College National Alumnae Association historical
project regulting in the approval and establishment of an Official State of Georgia
Marker “Spelman College: Women Who Achieve” at the main gate of the
o 5. :

7. "i”fgom History of Simpson Roed” Designed and taught this class/internship at
Spelman College in conjunction with Professor Harry Lefever and Dr. Wade,
Societogy Department. Upcoming publication of & brief summary by students of
their findings about the history of the Simpson Road Community.

TraigingRducation
- ]
Cerclﬁeﬂ/ay Speaker, Calvary United Methodist Church, Atlanta

Trained Facilitatar, Neighborhood Leaders Program, Urben Studies, Georgia State
University
Senior Management Certification, Univ. Of Georgia

Coﬁzmmtity Historien Fellow, National Endowment for the Humanities, Chicago

B.A,, Eagiish, Spelman College
Masiers T Library and Informetion Studies (M.S.L.S.), Atlanta Univ.

n tatons

15

Varions Libeary Profession articles and canference presentatio

13
.

Cun‘entff compiling a work of selected poetry Southern By Nature, autobiographical
writings Sbout & sheltered life growing up comfortably, yet concerned, in Mississippi
during tiee mrbutent 1960's.

Presentaffons and essays on topics ranging from “African American History and
Culrure” to “Bquity in Education and Economic Development™.

Motivational Speaker on self esteem and community building

Frequenf speaker a5 Specialist on Southern Culmare -
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Y Smith
Y Starnes
NV Young
Y Winslow

RCS# 4949
8/18/03
2:10 PM

Atlanta City Council

Regular Session

03~-C-1132, 03-C-1133, 03-C-1134,
03-C-1206, 03-C-1207, 03-C-1208

CONFIRM
YEAS: 12
NAYS: 0
ABSTENTIONS: 0
NOT VOTING: 3
EXCUSED: 0
ABSENT 1
B Archibong Y Moore Y Mitchell
Y Fauver Y Martin Y Norwood
Y Shook Y Maddox Y Willis
NV Muller Y Boazman NV Woolard

MULTIPLE
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